
Good   Morning,  

 

   We   hope   you   are   taking   care   of   yourselves   and   your   families   during   these   difficult   times.  

 

This   is   an   opportune   time   to   update   you   on   the   work   of   the   Caucus   during   this   past   winter.    The   Board  

has   not   formally   met   since   October   due   to   the   lack   of   pressing   matters.    However,   we   have   not   been   idle.  

 

On   February   25   Caucus   Board   members   Victor   Gerdin   and   Dave   Hale,   Steve   Child,   Pitkin   County  
Commissioner,   and   Kevin   Michelson,   Vice   President   of   Shield   O   Terrace   homeowners’   association,   met  
with   Scott   Mattice,   Pitkin   County   Road   and   Bridge   Manager,   and   GR   Fielding,   Road   and   Bridge   Engineer,  

to   discuss   the   many   closings   of   Watson   Divide   this   winter.    A   summary   of   that   meeting   is   as   follows.  

Maintenance  

● The   County   spends   approximately   $120,000   per   year   to   maintain   Watson   Divide.  
● Roadway   is   being   lost   due   to   constant   bank   slippage   which   is   causing   narrowing   in   spots.  
● It   was   recommended   that   a   more   comprehensive   approach   to   smoothing   was   needed   involving  

cutting   away   the   top   portion   of   the   roadway,   remixing   it   with   mag   chloride,   regrading   and  

compacting   it.   Simply   grading   the   roadway   is   ineffective   due   to   the   700   cars   per   day   travelling  
the   road.  

● Commuters   can   help   by   respecting   the   barricades   while   work   is   underway.  

● Winter   closures   are   made   by   the   Sheriff’s   department   when   conditions   are   treacherous   resulting  
in   multiple   vehicles   off   the   road.  

● Roads   and   Bridges   has   only   one   sanding   truck   available   at   night   and   that   truck   typically   works  

road   with   higher   vehicle   counts   than   Watson   Divide.  

Capital   Improvements  

● There   is   no   adopted   list   for   County   roads   and   bridges   capital   improvements.    The   budgeting  
revolves   around   addressing   immediate   needs.  

● Major   improvements   to   Watson   Divide   would   have   a   5-year   timeline.  

● It   has   been   12   years   since   the   last   road   and   bridge   bond   issue   was   defeated   by   voters.    The  
initiative   lost   by   less   than   200   votes.  

● An   incremental   approach   to   the   roadway   was   discussed   in   light   of   lack   of   funds.   One   suggestion  

was   to   build   retaining   walls   to   stop   bank   slippage.   Per   GR,   this   would   not   lock   in   the   existing   road  
alignment.   Another   suggestion   was   to   cut   the   top   of   the   road   and   use   that   material   as   fill   on   the  
Hwy.   82   side   of   the   Divide   to   lessen   the   grade.    This   approach   would   necessitate   realigning   both  

driveways   at   the   top   of   the   Divide.  
● A   more   comprehensive   approach   would   be   to   develop   a   master   plan   for   the   road   whereupon   a  

re-alignment   could   be   taken   into   account.    This   would   entail   surveying,   engineering,   and  

landowner   participation.    A   budget   could   be   developed   along   with   a   time   line.    The   estimated  
cost   of   this   study   would   be   approximately   $200,000.    The   BOCC   needs   to   present   to   the   voters   a  

new   bond   issue   for   road   and   bridges.  



 

Broadband  

Art   Martin,   Broadband   Chair,   has   been   in   discussions   during   the   winter   with   Pathfinder,   the   only   locally  

owned   and   operated   Internet   Service   Provider   for   high   speed   broadband   in   the   Roaring   Fork   valley,   to  
bring   their   technology   to   the   Upper   Snowmass   Creek   Caucus   area.    Pathfinder   has   recently   received  
approval   for   a   new   site   that   will   offer   greater   coverage   for   high   speed   internet   for   our   valley   and   will   be  

sending   out   details   for   interested   subscribers   shortly.    Demand   will   be   a   determinant   in   the   availability   of  

bringing   higher   speeds   to   the   area.  

 

Fire   Mitigation  

Due   to   our   designation   as   a   Firewise   Community,   the   Caucus   is   eligible   to   receive   grants   for   mitigation  
efforts.    This   autumn   the   Board   was   contacted   by   Colorado   State   Department   of   Forestry   to   advise   us   of  

a   matching   grant   opportunity.    The   Board   then   submitted   a   grant   application   for   up   to   $29,500   in  
matching   funds.    We   are   pleased   to   announce   that   our   application   was   approved   for   the   entire   amount  

of   $29,500.  

The   Board   has   been   in   discussions   with   County   Road   and   Bridges   and   our   contractor,   Western   Vegetation  
Management,   to   form   a   public/private   partnership   to   coordinate   efforts   for   fuel   mitigation   along  

Snowmass   Creek   Road,   our   primary   egress   route   in   the   event   of   fire.    We   are   happy   to   announce   these  
two   entities   have   committed   to   working   together   in   a   coordinated   effort   to   achieve   economies   of   scale  

which   should   result   in   further   leverage   our   dollars.   

Work   is   planned   to   commence   with   the   lifting   of   the   County-wide   work   restrictions.    The   proposed  

prescription   area   encompasses   approximately   45,000   lineal   feet   or   62   acres   of   fuel   reduction   along   the  
road   and   will   be   a   continuation   of   the   effort   started   last   year   of   trimming   back   the   road   over   a   3-mile  
stretch.    Roaring   Fork   Fire   will   offer   professional   assessment   of   what   and   how   to   mitigate.    This   will   not  

be   a   clear-cut   of   the   roadway   and   will   be   concentrated   on   the   upper   western   side   of   the   road.   This   effort  
will   make   a   significant   dent   in   reducing   roadway   fuel.    We   recognize   this   is   just   a   step,   albeit   a   big   step,   in  

our   commitment   to   make   Snowmass   Creek   Road   a   safer   artery   for   all.   

Thank   you   for   all   your   generous   donations   that   have   made   this   matching   grant   possible.  

Please   continue   to   practice   the   safe   guidelines   issued   by   the   government.    The   realities   of   this   worldwide  

health   crisis   have   forced   all   of   us   to   change   the   way   we   live   and   work,   and   our   hearts   are   with   those   who  

have   been   adversely   impacted.  

 

                                   Upper   Snowmass   Creek   Caucus   Board  

  

 


