
 UPPER SNOWMASS CREEK CAUCUS 

Minutes May 20, 2020 

5721 Snowmass Creek Road 

Snowmass, CO 81654 

 

The meeting was convened at 6:30PM after establishing a quorum comprised of Dave Hale, Bobbie 
Brazell, Victor Gerdin, and Jan Martin with Lisanne Rogers and Barb Sullan attending through Zoom. 

 

Dave Hale presented the Treasurer’s report indicating an account balance of $14,970.05. He also 
reported that a check for $30,000 was remitted to Western Vegetation Management for fuel mitigation 
along Snowmass Creek Road that represented our matching amount for the Colorado Department of 
Forestry grant. 

The Fire Committee reported that work had begun on removing fuel from Snowmass Creek Road and 
acknowledged our donors who made the matching grant available. 

Long term goals and actions were reviewed from our October meeting.  These are: 

Improvement to Watson Divide. 

On February 25 Caucus Board members Victor Gerdin and Dave Hale, Steve Child, Pitkin County 
Commissioner, and Kevin Michelson, Vice President of Shield O Terrace homeowners’ association, met 
with Scott Mattice, Pitkin County Road and Bridge Manager, and GR Fielding, Road and Bridge Engineer, 
to discuss the many closings of Watson Divide this winter.  A summary of that meeting is as follows. 

Maintenance 

● The County spends approximately $120,000 per year to maintain Watson Divide. 
● Roadway is being lost due to constant bank slippage which is causing narrowing in spots. 
● It was recommended that a more comprehensive approach to smoothing was needed involving 

cutting away the top portion of the roadway, remixing it with mag chloride, regrading and 
compacting it. Simply grading the roadway is ineffective due to the 700 cars per day travelling 
the road. 

● Commuters can help by respecting the barricades while work is underway. 
● Winter closures are made by the Sheriff’s department when conditions are treacherous resulting 

in multiple vehicles off the road. 
● Roads and Bridges has only one sanding truck available at night and that truck typically works 

road with higher vehicle counts than Watson Divide. 

 

 



Capital Improvements 

● There is no adopted list for County roads and bridges capital improvements.  The budgeting 
revolves around addressing immediate needs. 

● Major improvements to Watson Divide would have a 5-year timeline. 
● It has been 12 years since the last road and bridge bond issue was defeated by voters.  The 

initiative lost by less than 200 votes. 
● An incremental approach to the roadway was discussed in light of lack of funds. One suggestion 

was to build retaining walls to stop bank slippage. Per GR, this would not lock in the existing 
road alignment. Another suggestion was to cut the top of the road and use that material as fill 
on the Hwy. 82 side of the Divide to lessen the grade.  This approach would necessitate 
realigning both driveways at the top of the Divide. 

● A more comprehensive approach would be to develop a master plan for the road whereupon a 
re-alignment could be taken into account.  This would entail surveying, engineering, and 
landowner participation.  A budget could be developed along with a time line.  The estimated 
cost of this study would be approximately $200,000.  The BOCC needs to present to the voters a 
new bond issue for road and bridges. 

The Caucus will continue to meet with Roads and Bridges to develop a road map and timeline for 
Watson Divide improvement. 

 

Building Community. 

● Summer picnic 
● Road cleanup: not necessary this year due to fuel mitigation contractor providing it 
● Attacking noxious weeds:  look for volunteers to head this committee and direct weed reduction 

program 
● Fire Control and Education:  The Board recommended and passed a motion allocating $2,500 

each to Shield O Mesa and Terrace for fire mitigation in their subdivisions.  Each subdivision, if 
interested, would submit a budgeted plan to the Caucus for approval.  Following completion of 
the approved work, the Caucus would compensate their contractors up to the prescribed 
amount. 

The Land Use Committee headed by Victor Gerdin reviewed the Haas Land Planning application for 
comment by the Board.  Members had no particular objection to the property owners petition to 
increase the size of their home, but were hesitant to favor the application because the owners bought 
the property subject to a negotiated deal by the former owners.  The decision was made to reserve the 
Caucus comments until the County Commissioners had reviewed and considered the matter. 

A motion to adjourn was made, seconded and voted in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8 PM. 

 

 


