
Upper Snowmass Creek Caucus 
Minutes for September 9, 2019 

Meeting at 7:00PM at our new meeting location : 
Basalt Fire Substation 

Lazy O Ranch 
Snowmass, CO 81654 

 
 
Thirty-four people gathered at the fire station to hear the panel on water discuss issues both 
local and regional relating to water.  Presentations were made by Kit Hamby, General Manager,, 
Snowmass Water & Sanitation, Angie Fowler, Water Services Sector Leader, Schmueser, 
Gordon, Meyer, Jim Pokrandt, Director of Community Relations, Colorado River District.  Kit 
Hamby stated that Water and San's. efforts at leak detection and the introduction of smart 
meters through have resulted in a dramatic reduction in water usage in Snowmass Village. 
Angie Fowler discussed the importance of the quality of water as well as the quantity as well as 
the need for conservation.  The role of the seven state compact and Mexico on water 
distribution throughout the upper and lower basin in the West was discussed by Jim Pokrandt. 
Both Lake Powell and Lake Mead play a role in managing the water affecting this area.  Lake 
Powell as a reservoir for Colorado to meet its water obligations, and Lake Mead as a supplier 
for the basins.  He noted that this compact is a system of scarcity and that the Colorado river 
has never been administered. 
 
At 8:10 PM following the panel discussion the September caucus meeting convened and a 
quorum was established.  Present were Victor Gerdin, Bobbie Brazell, Lisanne Rogers, Dave 
Hale, and Jan Martin. 
 
The first order of business was the election and it was acknowledged that it was initially 
mishandled.  Four seats were reported as open when in fact there was only one seat available 
due to Board appointments of  resigning members seats.  Appointed to serve the remaining one 
year terms of resigning members were Victor Gerdin and Barb Sullan.  Bobbie Brazell, Mindy 
Hildebrand, and Jan Martin were unopposed and will serve a two year term. 
 
Jan Martin was elected Interim President and declined to serve a full term.  A later election by 
the Board will determine the President.  It was decided that the position of Secretary will not be 
filled and each Board member will contribute to the meeting minutes. 
 
The Treasurer reported that we currently have over $23,000 in the bank due to a successful 
fund raising campaign.  More contributions are expected.  It was also noted that if a GMQS 
submission of a resident was successful, an additional $15,000 contribution to the fire mitigation 
fund would be forthcoming. 
 
The Fire Committee reported that the Colorado Department of Forestry had contacted the group 
regarding the availability of a Fire Mitigation Grant.  This opportunity is possible because of the 



Caucus's Fire Wise Community  designation.  In order to leverage our status as a Fire Wise 
Community to a broader area, the Committee reached out to the Emma Caucus and the Capitol 
Creek Caucus to determine if they had interest in joining  
our application for funds.  The grant is a matching grant and each caucus would get a one to 
one dollar match.  Both caucuses indicated interest and will get back to us after reviewing the 
opportunity with their respective Boards.  
 
Amendment to Title 8 of the Pitkin County Code and its possible implications was discussed and 
it was determined that not enough of an understanding existed to take a position.  More 
information will be gathered and a decision made at a later dater.  This led to a discussion of the 
Caucus's role in a collective Caucus acting in concert on County matters as proposed by the 
Woody Creek Caucus.  The Board reaffirmed its interest in discussing individual matters with 
the other caucuses, but only joining the collective effort on specific matters pertinent to the 
Caucus area. 
 
There was a call for Other Business.  Being none, Bobbie Brazell moved we adjourn.  Lisanne 
Rogers seconded, and by unanimous vote the meeting ended. 
 


